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Week Ending Friday, December 27, 1991 


Proclamation 6398—National Ellis 
Island Day, 1992 


December 23, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The ethnic diversity that we so proudly 
celebrate in the United States mirrors our 
rich heritage as a Nation of immigrants. 
“Here is not merely a Nation,” wrote Walt 
Whitman, “but a teeming nation of na- 
tions. . . . Here is the hospitality which for- 
ever indicates heroes.” One of the greatest 
symbols of American hospitality stands at 
Ellis Island in Upper New York Bay. 

A century ago, on January 1, 1892, the 
immigrant station on Ellis Island was 
opened as a gateway to America. Between 
1892 and 1954, nearly 17 million immi- 
grants entered the United States through 
this portal. Many sought refuge from tyran- 
ny and persecution. All sought new lives in 
this great land of freedom and opportunity. 

At Ellis Island, millions of immigrants 
from around the world were able to look 
across the Bay toward our magnificent 
Statue of Liberty, the famed “Mother of 
Exiles” who lifts her lamp “beside the 
golden door.” During the mass wave of im- 
migration that spanned from 1900 to 1914, 
they came, especially immigrants from 
throughout Southern and Eastern Europe. 
Indeed, 100 million Americans, some 40 
percent of our population, can trace their 
ancestry through Ellis Island. 

The course of immigration to this country 
has fluctuated throughout the history of the 
United States. Recent years, for example, 
have seen increased numbers of immigrants 
of Hispanic and Asian origin. But whatever 
their place of origin or point of entry, each 
generation of immigrants has bettered 
America. 

Indeed, it is fitting that the restoration of 
Ellis Island has constituted the largest his- 
toric renovation project in the history of the 
United States. After all, immigration has 








been one of the largest single factors in our 
Nation’s social, cultural, and economic de- 
velopment. Walt Whitman aptly noted that, 
in the eyes of the poet, “the other conti- 
nents arrive as contributions . . . he gives 
them reception for their sake and for his 
own sake.” That has always been true, for 
immigrants have enriched the United States 
beyond measure, bringing many contribu- 
tions to our society along with the unique 
customs and traditions of their ancestral 
homeland. Most important, they have 
shared eagerly in the hard work of free- 
dom, helping to defend the ideals of liberty 
and self-government and helping to build 
our churches, schools, factories, farms, and 
railroads. 

Visiting Ellis Island today or seeing pic- 
tures of this place evokes strong chords in 
our national memory—the relief immi- 
grants felt upon landing, the strangeness of 
new surroundings, the babble of languages, 
the pain of separation from family and 
friends remaining in the Old World, the 
despair felt by those few who were not ad- 
mitted and forced to return to their coun- 
tries. Whatever our personal histories, who 
does not recall the pictures—a woman in a 
head scarf holding a wide-eyed child, a man 
burdened with his belongings and tools of 
his trade, a 45-star flag perched above a full 
waiting room of anxious people—and not 
felt a breath of recognition; a twinge of 
silent pain; or, most of all, a feeling of grati- 
tude that our ancestors chose to live or 
remain in this, the freest, greatest country 
on Earth? 

America’s history has long been a story of 
immigrants, and today Ellis Island stands as 
a glorious reminder that new chapters are 
being added to that narrative each day. 
Thus, as we celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of this historic place, evocative symbol of so 
much of our Nation’s heritage, let us not 
only salute the many generous contributors 
who made its renovation possible but also 
offer a warm welcome to the immigrants of 
today—our fellow Americans of tomorrow. 
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The Congress, by Public Law 102-177, 
has designated January 1, 1992, as “National 
Ellis Island Day” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim January 1, 1992, as Nation- 
al Ellis Island Day. I invite all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety-one, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:16 p.m., December 23, 1991) 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on December 26. 


Christmas Address to the Nation 
December 23, 1991 


Merry Christmas! 

I'd like to offer a special greeting to the 
men who were held hostage so long, and to 
their families who never surrendered hope 
through the long years of isolation and 
hardship. 

These valiant people sustained them- 
selves through faith and friendship, charac- 
ter and courage. They demonstrated the 
strength of American ideals, character and 
determination, a strength that inspired the 
entire world in 1991. 

Nineteen ninety-one has been a year of 
dramatic change and challenge. It was 
about 1 year ago, in the interest of world 
peace, that I decided Saddam Hussein’s ag- 
gression would not stand even if force had 
to be used. We tried diplomacy and eco- 
nomic embargoes, and then we moved 
against the brutal dictator and liberated 
Kuwait. 

When our troops returned home, we felt 
whole, proud of their courage, confident in 
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ourselves. And that was just the beginning 
of a momentous year. 

Who would have thought 12 months ago, 
that the Soviet Union as we have known it 
would no longer exist. Who would have 
thought that Arabs and Israelis in the 
Middle East would sit down to discuss ways 
of forging a permanent peace. And who 
would have thought that we would see de- 
mocracy and freedom sweep the globe so 
dramatically. Who would have thought that 
American ideals would triumph with such 
startling suddenness. 

In 1991, the impossible became history. 
And now we must capture that same spirit 
of belief in ourselves as we overcome hard 
times at home and build a foundation for 
lasting prosperity and peace. 

And we’ve already started. Just last week 
I signed a transportation bill that will put 
hundreds of thousands of Americans back in 
good jobs. This year, we unleashed a revolu- 
tion in education. And I can tell you by the 
end of this decade, we will have the world’s 
best schools. And our children will lead the 
next generation to a better future. 

And next week I'll travel to Asia to fight 
for open markets and more opportunities 
for American workers because exports 
abroad mean more jobs right here at home. 
Let there be no mistake, my number one 
priority is jobs and economic growth. And 
I’m confident that we will succeed. 

Let us remember that American ideals, 
faith, fellowship, family, freedom, are the 
values that will shape the world dawning 
before us. Already, Americans have banded 
together to help those in need, and that’s 
appropriate for this season of faith. It’s also 
the way Americans are: decent, helpful, full 
of ambition and hope, united in their devo- 
tion to community and family. Thank God 
for our families. 

When I lit our National Christmas Tree in 
Washington nearly 2 weeks ago, thousands 
of lights illuminated the towering spruce, 
thousands of warm beacons transformed the 
night. Each day we can light the darkness 
by helping someone in need, working to see 
that no elderly person goes to bed hungry; 
that no homeless person spends another 
night shivering on the streets; that no child 
sits alone, unloved, unknown. 
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Americans have the talent and power to 
do anything. And so when history remem- 
bers Christmas, 1991, let it remember that 
we promise to bring God’s light to our 
brothers and sisters in need. Let it record 
that on Christmas, 1991, this Nation united 
to ask God for peace on Earth, goodwill to 
all. And let it record that a new age of 
goodness and hope began here and now. 

God bless you, and may your Christmas 
be bright with love. 


Note: The President recorded this address at 
11:45 a.m. in the Blue Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 2:30 p.m. A tape was 


not available for verification of the content 
of this address. 


Statement on the Resignation of 
Mikhail Gorbachev as President of the 
Soviet Union 


December 25, 1991 


Mikhail Gorbachev’s resignation as Presi- 
dent of the Soviet Union culminates a re- 
markable era in the history of his country 
and in its long and often difficult relation- 
ship with the United States. As he leaves 
office, I would like to express publicly and 
on behalf of the American people my grati- 
tude to him for years of sustained commit- 
ment to world peace, and my personal re- 
spect for his intellect, vision, and courage. 

President Gorbachev is responsible for 
one of the most important developments of 
this century, the revolutionary transforma- 
tion of a totalitarian dictatorship and the 
liberation of his people from its smothering 
embrace. His personal commitment to 
democratic and economic reform through 
perestroika and glasnost, a commitraent 
which demanded the highest degree of po- 
litical and personal ingenuity and courage, 
permitted the peoples of Russia and other 
Republics to cast aside decades of dark op- 
pression and put in place the foundations of 
freedom. 

Working with President Reagan, myself, 
and other allied leaders, President Gorba- 
chev acted boldly and decisively to end the 
bitter divisions of the cold war and contrib- 
uted to the remaking of a Europe whole 








and free. His and Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze’s “New Thinking” in foreign 
affairs permitted the United States and the 
Soviet Union to move from confrontation to 
partnership in the search for peace across 
the globe. Together we negotiated historic 
reductions in chemical, nuclear, and con- 
ventional forces and reduced the risk of a 
nuclear conflict. 

Working together, we helped the people 
of Eastern Europe win their liberty and the 
German people their goal of unity in peace 
and freedom. Our partnership led to un- 
precedented cooperation in repelling Iraqi 
aggression in Kuwait, in bringing peace to 
Nicaragua and Cambodia, and independ- 
ence to Namibia. And our work continues 
as we seek a lasting and just peace between 
Israelis and Arabs in the Middle East and an 
end to the conflict in Afghanistan. 

President Gorbachev’s participation in 
these historic events is his legacy to his 
country and to the world. This record as- 
sures him an honored place in history and, 
most importantly for the future, establishes 
a solid basis from which the United States 
and the West can work in equally construc- 
tive ways with his successors. 


Address to the Nation on the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
December 25, 1991 


Good evening, and Merry Christmas io all 
Americans across our great country. 

During these last few months, you and I 
have witnessed one of the greatest dramas 
of the 20th century, the historic and revolu- 
tionary transformation of a totalitarian dic- 
tatorship, the Soviet Union, and the libera- 
tion of its peoples. As we celebrate Christ- 
mas, this day of peace and hope, I thought 
we should take a few minutes to reflect on 
what these events mean for us as Ameri- 
cans. 

For over 40 years, the United States led 
the West in the struggle against commu- 
nism and the threat it posed to our most 
precious values. This struggle shaped the 
lives of all Americans. It forced all nations 
to live under the specter of nuclear destruc- 
tion. 
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That confrontation is now over. The nu- 
clear threat, while far from gone, is reced- 
ing. Eastern Europe is free. The Soviet 
Union itself is no more. This is a victory for 
democracy and freedom. It’s a victory for 
the moral force of our values. Every Ameri- 
can can take pride in this victory, from the 
millions of men and women who have 
served our country in uniform, to millions 
of Americans who supported their country 
and a strong defense under nine Presidents. 

New, independent nations have emerged 
out of the wreckage of the Soviet empire. 
Last weekend, these former Republics 
formed a Commonwealth of Independent 
States. This act marks the end of the old 
Soviet Union, signified today by Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s decision to resign as President. 

I'd like to express, on behalf of the Amer- 
ican people, my gratitude to Mikhail Gorba- 
chev for years of sustained commitment to 
world peace, and for his intellect, vision, 
and courage. I spoke with Mikhail Gorba- 
chev this morning. We reviewed the many 
accomplishments of the past few years and 
spoke of hope for the future. 

Mikhail Gorbachev’s revolutionary poli- 
cies transformed the Soviet Union. His poli- 
cies permitted the peoples of Russia and the 
other Republics to cast aside decades of op- 
pression and establish the foundations of 
freedom. His legacy guarantees him an hon- 
ored place in history and provides a solid 
basis for the United States to work in equal- 
ly constructive ways with his successors. 

The United States applauds and supports 
the historic choice for freedom by the new 
States of the Commonwealth. We congratu- 
late them on the peaceful and democratic 
path they have chosen, and for their careful 
attention to nuclear control and safety 
during this transition. Despite a potential 
for instability and chaos, these events clear- 
ly serve our national interest. 

We stand tonight before a new world of 
hope and possibilities for our children, a 
world we could not have contemplated a 
few years ago. The challenge for us now is 
to engage these new States in sustaining the 
peace and building a more prosperous 
future. 

And so today, based on commitments and 
assurances given to us by some of these 
States, concerning nuclear safety, democra- 
cy, and free markets, I am announcing 
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some important steps designed to begin this 
process. 

First, the United States recognizes and 
welcomes the emergence of a free, inde- 
pendent, and democratic Russia, led by its 
courageous President, Boris Yeltsin. Our 
Embassy in Moscow will remain there as 
our Embassy to Russia. We will support 
Russia’s assumption of the U.S.S.R.’s seat as 
a permanent Member of the United Nations 
Security Council. I look forward to working 
closely with President Yeltsin in support of 
his efforts to bring democratic and market 
reform to Russia. 

Second, the United States also recognizes 
the independence of Ukraine, Armenia, Ka- 
zakhstan, Belarus, and Kyrgyzstan, all States 
that have made specific commitments to us. 
We will move quickly to establish diplomat- 
ic relations with these States and build new 
ties to them. We will sponsor membership 
in the United Nations for those not already 
members. 

Third, the United States also recognizes 
today as independent States the remaining 
six former Soviet Republics: Moldova, Turk- 
menistan, Azerbaijan, Tadjikistan, Georgia, 
and Uzbekistan. We will establish diplomat- 
ic relations with them when we are satisfied 
that they have made commitments to re- 
sponsible security policies and democratic 
principles, as have the other States we rec- 
ognize today. 

These dramatic events come at a time 
when Americans are also facing challenges 
here at home. I know that for many of you 
these are difficult times. And I want all 
Americans to know that I am committed to 
attacking our economic problems at home 
with the same determination we brought to 
winning the cold war. 

I am confident we will meet this chal- 
lenge as we have so many times before. But 
we cannot if we retreat into isolationism. 
We will only succeed in this interconnected 
world by continuing to lead the fight for 
free people and free and fair trade. A free 
and prosperous global economy is essential 
for America’s prosperity. That means jobs 
and economic growth right here at home. 

This is a day of great hope for all Ameri- 
cans. Our enemies have become our part- 
ners, committed to building democratic and 
civil societies. They ask for our support, and 
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we will give it to them. We will do it be- 
cause as Americans we can do no less. 

For our children, we must offer them the 
guarantee of a peaceful and prosperous 
future, a future grounded in a world built 
on strong democratic principles, free from 
the specter of global conflict. 

May God bless the people of the new 
nations in the Commonwealth of Independ- 
ent States. And on this special day of peace 
on Earth, good will toward men, may God 
continue to bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. Good night. 


Note: The President spoke at 9 p.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
address was broadcast live on nationwide 
radio and television. 


The President’s News Conference 
December 26, 1991 


Secretary-Designate of Commerce 


The President. Good afternoon, the day 
after Christmas. Let me just say I am very 
pleased to announce my intention to nomi- 
nate Barbara Hackman Franklin as the next 
Secretary of Commerce. I’ve known Bar- 
bara for many years, and I am confident 
that her outstanding record of achievement 
in both the public and private sector will 
serve her well as she tackles this tough and 
important assignment. 

Barbara has dealt with a broad range of 
domestic and international issues. She’s a 
recognized leader in her field. She served 
on the board of directors of seven major 
industrial companies, manufacturing and 
service, providing advice and guidance on 
how to successfully innovate, manage effi- 
ciently, and stimulate economic growth. In 
fact, in 1990, the American Management 
Association named her one of our Nation’s 
50 most influential corporate directors. 

Currently in her fourth term as a 
member of the President’s Advisory Com- 
mittee on Trade Negotiations, she under- 
stands firsthand the challenge America 
faces in the international trade arena. She 
knows that, currently, exports are our 
strong suit and that we must continue to 





press hard to open more markets to quality 
American goods and services. 

And that’s why she’s been a determined 
advocate of free and fair trade, keenly 
aware that when the playing field is level, 
American workers can compete with 
anyone anywhere. 

Her first priority is the same as mine: jobs 
and economic growth. And she’s shown a 
deep commitment to public service, from 
serving on the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to working as an alternate 
public delegate to the United Nations. 

In addition to her corporate and interna- 
tional trade experience, Barbara is an entre- 
preneur, founder and owner of her own 
management consulting firm. As one of the 
first women to earn an MBA from Harvard 
University, she’s also been a leader and role 
model for many women in business. As we 
address the tough economic issues before 
us, I look forward to Barbara Franklin’s 
sound, experienced counsel. And she will 
undoubtedly be a valued member of our 
economic team. 

Let me just add that I am grateful for 
Bob Mosbacher’s service at the Department 
of Commerce. I mentioned it here the 
other day, but as I name Barbara Franklin 
to this new position, I again want to express 
to Bob Mosbacher my sincere appreciation 
for a job so well done. And I have every 
confidence that Barbara will continue that 
fine tradition of exemplary public service. 

And now, Madam Secretary-Designate, if 
you would like to say a word or two, and 
then we’ll be—either both of us be glad to 
take some questions. 

Ms. Franklin. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. I am deeply honored, almost 
beyond putting that into words, but I am 
absolutely thrilled to be a new part of your 
team. And I’m particularly honored that 
you have chosen me to follow my friend, 
Secretary Bob Mosbacher, who really has 
done a wonderful job. And I admire very 
much what you and he have done to forge 
a partnership between Government and 
business and to promote exports. And I look 
forward to working with everyone on your 
team in the administration to continuing 
that momentum. 

As Secretary of Commerce, when con- 
firmed by the Senate, of course, I look for- 
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ward to and will be very proud to be an 
advocate for American business, small busi- 
ness, big business, medium-sized business, 
start-up business, manufacturing service, 
whatever kind of business we have in this 
country, because it is the economic back- 
bone of America and really the envy of the 
world. 

I believe today that American business is 
more competitive, more innovative, and 
more responsible than a lot of people real- 
ize. And we have a great story, and I’m 
thrilled to have this opportunity to begin to 
tell it. 

I appreciate your confidence in me, Mr. 
President. Thank you. 

The President. Well, both of us, either of 
us, will take questions. Tom [Tom Raum, 
Associated Press], I believe, has the first 
one. 


Russian Nuclear Weapons 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Despite the 
assurances that you’ve gotten from Boris 
Yeltsin that he’ll do what he can to not ever 
use the nuclear button, how satisfied are 
you that he can control the vast arsenal 
that’s now spread out over four independ- 
ent Republics, particularly given the contin- 
ued economic instability there? 

The President. Well, we have had proper 
assurances from all the Republics, the ones 
that I have said last night we were going to 
recognize, those that have nuclear weapons. 
And our experts that have been in touch at 
the expert level see no reason to be con- 
cerned about this. I had proper assurances, 
obviously, from Boris Yeltsin on this on sev- 
eral occasions. 

Similarly, in my conversation with Mik- 
hail Gorbachev, he raised the subject and 
expressed his satisfaction at the way this 
process or this—well, this process is going. 
And so I have no reason to be anything but 
satisfied at this point. 


Future Arms Negotiations 


Q. Mr. President, a followup, if I may. In 
the past it’s been hard enough to negotiate 
arms control agreements with the one cen- 
tral power. What does this say, now that 
there will be as many as 12 different voices 
speaking, what does this say for enacting 
new arms control agreements and enforcing 
the old ones? 
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The President. 1 think it’s going to be 
very easy, much easier. And the reason I 
say that—let me say much easier—because 
we don’t have the concept on their part of 
viewing the United States as an enemy, as 
happened over all the years of the cold war. 

From the representations that have been 
made by the various presidents of the Re- 
publics, I think it will be far easier now to 
hammer out whatever additional arms con- 
trol agreements are in the world’s interest, 
and certainly in the interest of the United 
States, than it was before. So, I think this 
whole change towards commonwealth will 
facilitate further progress in arms reduc- 
tions. 


The Economy 


Q. Mr. President, speaking of trust, why 
do you trust your economic advisers when 
they’ve been so wrong? And I have a—— 

The President. That’s a very good ques- 
tion, Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press 
International]. [Laughter] I was kind of 
hoping you would bring that up. [Laughter] 

Q. I have another part, another related 
question. 

The President. Well look, you go back 
and look at not just my economic advisers, 
but the blue chip prognosticators, and I 
think many, including this noneconomist 
you're talking to, have been wrong. And so, 
I’m not recriminatory about it, but I think 
that everybody would recognize, given the 
way the economy failed to recover, as was 
widely predicted 3 months ago, that this 
science of economics is inexact at best. But 
I have no recrimination on it, but I simply 
think that it is very hard to—what I’ve 
learned from this is that economists can be 
wrong. It’s very hard to predict accurately 
events on a complicated thing like this 
economy. 


Salaries of Corporate Executives 


Q. Mr. President, you’re taking with you 
a delegation, many of whom pulled down 
multimillion-dollar salaries while their com- 
panies have fired hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands of workers. What is your feeling about 
that? Do you think they should make that 
kind of money when they’re firing every- 
body? 

The President. 1 don’t think the Federal 
Government has a role in all of this, but I 

























do think that it’s good that these business 
people are going along, regardless of what 
their salaries are. They represent large com- 
panies in various fields, including the auto- 
motive business, and there are a lot of 
workers who would like to see what I'd like 
to see: more access to Japanese markets. So, 
on the whole, I’m very, very pleased that 
that’s taking place. 

Q. You have no feeling about these sala- 
ries that go through the roof? 

The President. 1 think when times are 
tough there’s more focus on that, and ev- 
erybody ought to be dealing from their con- 
science. And these boards of directors 
should be looking very carefully at these 
matters. But I stop short of saying this is 
where the Government ought to get in. I’ve 
seen pieces of legislation that somehow 
hook things into the Government mandat- 
ing what compensation should be, and I’m 
strongly opposed to that. 


Commonwealth of Independent States 


Q. Mr. President, last night in your 
speech you warned that there was still a 
potential for instability and chaos in the 
Commonwealth of these Republics. Just 
what is it precisely that you’re concerned 
about? And, given the economic constraints 
here in the United States, what specific 
steps are you ready to take today to see that 
doesn’t happen? 

The President. Well, I'm concerned about 
economic deprivation; that’s one thing. Sec- 
ondly, I’m concerned that when you put 
into effect bold, new free market economic 
systems that there will be dislocations. The 
managed economies have failed, but as you 
have a transition to market economies, 
there could be consumer woes out there. 
And I think Boris Yeltsin himself has men- 
tioned his concerns about that in the Rus- 
sian Republic. You already hear concerns 
being expressed in the other Republics. And 
so, it isn’t easy when you make the shift 
from a highly centralized economy, even 
though it’s in the failing state, to something 
as bold and innovative as a market econo- 
my. And it’s going to take a while to attract 
the investment they want. 

So, what I think we ought to be doing is 
helping where we can with food, helping 
where we can with medicine, and helping 
where we can with private investment. And 
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of course, that’s one of the categories that 
will—that’s one of the headings that will be 
addressed by our new Secretary of Com- 
merce. 

We're just beginning now in all of this. 
And it’s very important we succeed. I’m not 
predicting disaster; I am just saying we’ve 
got to be alert to the pressures that are 
going to be brought to bear on the Repub- 
lics. 

I saw a report today of oil shortages in 
the Baltic States, for example. And there’s 
no easy answer to all of this. But I just hope 
that they will continue to solve these prob- 
lems, for the most part, in a very, very 
peaceful way. We’ve seen some areas where 
it hasn’t been so peaceful. 

Q. But can the United States do anything 
more specific to head off this kind of insta- 
bility and turmoil? 

The President. 1 think, in something this 
complex, I don’t think there’s one easy for- 
mulation, if that’s what you mean. We are 
going to stay involved in those areas that I 
mentioned. I think that will guard against 
the real worst-case scenario. 

I’ve been criticized for not getting to the 
back of the room. So, we’ll do these two, 
and then we'll so way back there some- 
where although I do not hear from my 
fellow Texan back there. [Laughter] 


Initiatives on the Economy 


Q. In your Christmas address you did 
promise that you would use the same deter- 
mination on the economic problems at 
home that you used on ending the cold war. 
What will you do between now and your 
State of the Union Address? 

The President. I'm going on a foreign trip 
to Japan, Singapore, Australia, and Korea. 
And one of the things that sustained us in 
difficult economic times is our exports, and 
I want to be sure during this period of time 
that we do everything we can to set the 
ground work for expanded exports. So, 
that’s one thing I'll be doing. 

The other things we'll be doing is work- 
ing out the final phases of a highly complex 
Federal budget. And the third thing will be 
putting the final touches on a State of the 
Union that will include some suggestions 
that I’ve already made and some new sug- 


1887 





Dec. 26 / AdMiiiistvaiion of Geurge Bush, 1991 


gestions as to what to do in a stimulatory 
sense for this economy. 

Q. And you’ve ruled out any unilateral 
administration action between now and the 
State of the Union? 

The President. Well, there may be other 
steps we can take. I’ve mentioned three 
things we will be doing, but in terms of 
other steps there may be. We’re going to be 
talking today, as a matter of fact, on some 
things here. 


Budget Agreement 


Q. Mr. President, one of the issues that 
your economic advisers have stuck by close- 
ly is maintaining the budget agreement. 
Are you at this point ready to ditch that 
agreement if it suggests that you might be 
able to get the economy underway? 

The President. Well, by the budget agree- 
ment, what I think of when I think of it is 
keeping caps on discretionary spending. 
And one of the things that has kept the 
long-term interest rates from going out 
through the roof is the fact that discretion- 
ary spending is capped. And I have no 
desire to change that at all. I am not going 
to do that. And I think the markets will 
receive what I’ve just told you right now 
with great feeling of satisfaction. 

Q. But if it’s not discretionary, you are 
willing to entertain some changes? 

The President. The nondiscretionary 
spending is going at leaps and bounds. And 
I don’t know of many Americans who say, 
“Spend more money please from Washing- 
ton.” But, you know, when you take a look 
at some of the entitlement programs, there- 
in lies the real expansion of Government 
spending. What can be done about them? 
We're talking about that right now. 

Q. Possibly some cuts, sir? 

The President. We're just talking about a 
wide array of things. 


Cuba 


Q. Mr. President, now that the Soviet 
Union is dead and that communism seems 
to be dead or is dead already, what do you 
foresee in Cuba? What is your forecast or 
your outlook? 

The President. I’ve got a pretty pessimis- 
tic prospect there for Fidel Castro down 
there in Cuba, very pessimistic for him, be- 
cause it is so hard to be the only one that 
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still thinks communism is a good idea. And 
that’s what he thinks. And he’s hurting his 
own people. And the Soviets—the Republics 
will be, if not cutting him off entirely, cut- 
ting him back considerably. 

So, what he ought to do is brighten the 
future for Cuba and brighten the future for 
the Cuban people by permitting them to 
have the same kinds of freedoms that the 
Republics now enjoy, the Republics in the 
former Soviet Union. And that’s what Fidel 
Castro ought to do. So, Castro, in its existing 
model, no hope for him. It’s a dead end. 
He’s swimming against an inexorable tide. 


Latin America 


Q. For the future of Latin America, now 
that there are so many countries that need 
aid——_ 

The President. Very optimistic about the 
future of Latin America. I want to hammer 
out a fair trade agreement with Mexico that 
will create more jobs in the United States 
and will be of enormous benefit to Mexico. 
Then I want to go beyond that for more 
opening of trade with Central and South 
America. And I want to help those coun- 
tries every way we can strengthen their 
fledgling democracies and strengthen those 
democracies that have been in effect for a 
long time. 

So, Latin America, South America pre- 
sents at year’s end a very exciting prospect. 
And the United States is fully engaged. We 
will continue to be engaged. Haiti remains 
a problem, but if you ask me if I’m pessi- 
mistic or optimistic about the lives of the 
people south of our border being better this 
coming year, I would say because of the 
political change down there they have 
every opportunity for much better lives. 


Lack of Confidence in the Economy 


Q. Mr. President, I wanted to ask you 
about public anxieties about the economy. 
On paper, if you compare the economy 
now with the ’82 recession, for instance, it 
doesn’t look that bad. Unemployment isn’t 
as high; interest rates are relatively low. 
Yet, the public anxiety seems to be very 
high, and Alan Greenspan last week said 
there is a deep-seated concern out there 
that he hasn’t seen in his lifetime. 

Now, you’ve said that if you’re unem- 
ployed the unemployment rate for you is 
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100 percent. But beyond that, there must 
be something out there that is causing this 
anxiety. How would you explain it? 

The President. 1 think it’s somewhat the 
nature of this sluggish economy. I think 
there’s a lot more white-collar unemploy- 
ment and concern. It’s hard for me, beyond 
that, to explain it because you are correct in 
what you say about these statistics, and yet 
you're also correct in what you say about 
confidence being far lower than it was 
during the depths of the ’81-’82 recession, 
when, as you point out, conditions in some 
areas were a heck of a lot worse. 


So, I don’t really—I haven’t really been 
able to sort out exactly why there has been 
this degree of pessimism. But I will say this: 
I believe that’s going to change. And I think 
what the Fed did last week was a good step. 
I think it will work its way through to the 
job creation part of this, which is most fun- 
damental. But it’s hard for me to explain 
exactly—I mean, to have it explained the 
way that I can understand it exactly why 
there is the degree of pessimism. But there 
certainly has been, and I want to do my 
level-best to turn that around. 


Tax Cuts 


Q. Mr. President, as you put your eco- 
nomic package together for next year, the 
Fed has lowered the interest rates, and 
some economists say that that has pretty 
much erased the need for a tax cut for the 
middle class that the Democrats are clamor- 
ing for. What’s your current thinking on 
whether that package will indeed contain a 
tax cut for the middle class? 


The President. 1 will not say to you what 
is going to be in our proposals. I have read 
some speculation of that nature, but what I 
want to do is find the answers that will 
really help the economy without doing 
long-run damage to the economy. And 
beyond that, I simply would respectfully ask 
that I just address myself to that when I go 
into it with the State of the Union. 


Q. Republicans joined the Democrats in 
ridiculing the idea of a tax rebate—that it 
really wouldn’t do that much good. Are you 
playing around with some idea in that way? 


The President. Well, we’ve got some 
ideas that I think will be stimulative, and I 


think that is what is necessary. We’ve had 
some that I felt would be stimulative, and 
we haven’t been particularly successful in 
getting them through Congress, but we are 
going to try some more. I think we owe 
that to the American people, and I think 
Congress owes it to the American people. 


Visit to Asian and Pacific Nations 


Q. Mr. President, why are you taking cor- 
porate CEO’s on your trip to Asia and not 
working people, representatives of working 
people, union leaders? 


The President. 1 think the major problem 
we're trying to do is to—the problems 
we’re trying to solve is to have the counter- 
parts, the people that run the business en- 
terprises in the various countries we are 
going to, understand how difficult things 
are for the American worker, for the job- 
holder in this country, union or nonunion, 
and how important it is to gain access, fur- 
ther access to these foreign markets. So, I 
think it is the people that are actually run- 
ning these various businesses who are in the 
best position to discuss it in that level. 


I hope they understand from studying 
this country as much as they do that the 
workers you're talking about are hurting 
and are concerned. And so, I hope that this 
approach will benefit our common objec- 


tives. That is why I want them to be with 
us. 


I might say, there are other things we are 
going to be talking about on this trip. We’re 
going to be talking about the US. role in 
the Pacific. Some have felt that the United 
States was pulling back from its responsibil- 
ities in the Pacific, given what has hap- 
pened, for example, in the Philippines. I 
will reassure the leaders of the four coun- 
tries that I am visiting that that isn’t the 
case, that we remain a Pacific power. 


We've got some other things we'll be 
talking about with these various countries, 
the need to work in global partnership with 
them in terms of helping South and Central 
America, or seeing what we can do to help 
alleviate the suffering that might take place 
in these Republics. So, there’s a wide array 
of subjects, but right up in the forefront will 
clearly be the economic questions. 
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Q. Does it trouble you, sir, though, that a 
lot of these executives have protectionist 
views that are quite at odds with your own? 


The President. They know my views, and 
I am not going to change my views to 
become a protectionist. But I think we have 
a common view that we ought to have 
more access to these foreign markets, and I 
think therein there is a total common view. 
But I am not going to turn protectionist. I 
just believe that we need to expand mar- 
kets, not contract them. This country went 
through a disastrous experience with pro- 
tectionism years ago, and we’re not going to 
do it again. 


Karen [Karen Hostler, Baltimore Sun], 
the last one I am told. 


Q. On the trip, you’ve raised expectations 
pretty high with all this talk of jobs, jobs, 
jobs, and going to Japan. What do you real- 
istically expect to accomplish? Are you 
hopeful of getting some concessions from 
the Japanese on trade barriers or changing 
some of the unfair trade practices? 


The President. Well, one thing we will 
get is that they will have a much clearer 
feel for the state of the U.S. economy and 
what the President and some business lead- 
ers think need to be done to improve the 
state of the U.S. economy to help create 
jobs in this country. We’ve been talking to 
world leaders for many years about this, but 
I think they'll understand when this trip is 
over that, to the degree there are barriers 
that make this trade less than fair, that 
they’d better do something about it. 


So, I would leave it general. There are 
some things that I could cite for you that 
we might get, but I’m not going to do that, 
set up goals for this trip. I notice some of 
the political leaders up on the opposition in 
this country have already done that for me, 
so we'll just leave it there. But that doesn’t 
bother me. We’re going to stay on this free 
trade approach, but we’re also going to try 
to do our best to be sure the trade is fair 
and fairer and continuing to get fairer. That 
is what’s essential here at this turn of 
events. We must not go back into this isola- 
tionistic sphere that inevitably will shrink 
markets and throw more people out of 
work. 
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So, we’re going to be taking a broad mes- 
sage on this subject of jobs and a strong 
message in terms of the need for the 
United States to stay involved in the Pacific 
area. It’s an important trip in that regard. 


Listen, thank you all very much, and 
have a great new year. And I hope you had 
half as good a Christmas as the Bush family 
did; then you’d be very, very happy. 


Q. What did you get for Christmas? 


The President. What did I get for Christ- 
mas? I can’t tell you. 


Meeting With Russian President Yeltsin 


Q. Mr. President, would you like to meet 
with Boris Yeltsin soon? 


The President. We talked about that, as a 
matter of fact, and he’s—I think it’s impor- 
tant. I think he thinks it’s important. No 
date was set. But clearly, as the leader of 
the largest Republic, one who I said last 
night we wanted to help get the—who we’d 
like to see sit in that Security Council per- 
manent member seat, it is important we 
stay in a very, very close touch. 


And as you know, President Yeltsin and I 
have been in close touch and will continue 
to be. But I would say that a meeting 
before too long is important, and I think he 
agrees with that. 


Q. Sir, would you consider inviting here 
to Washington for 





The President. Sure, sure—well, for what? 
Q. In January? 


The President. 1 don’t think that would 
fit, but I think it’s important that he come 
here or that I meet him somewhere, be- 
cause we want to handle this relationship as 
best we can to see that it’s peaceful, to see 
that all the things they’ve represented to us 
in terms of Helsinki principles and nuclear 
weapons and all of those things are handled 
well. I’m confident they will, but it doesn’t 
hurt to have that personal contact. 


Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President’s 114th news conference 
began at 2:07 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on the 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Libya 
December 26, 1991 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen- 
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the 
automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergen- 
cy is to continue in effect beyond the anni- 
versary date. In accordance with this provi- 
sion, I have sent the enclosed notice, stating 
that the Libyan emergency is to continue in 
effect beyond January 7, 1992, to the Feder- 
al Register for publication. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Libya that led to the declaration on January 
7, 1986, of a national emergency has not 
been resolved. The Government of Libya 
continues to use and support international 
terrorism as evidenced by its involvement 
in the destruction of Pan Am Flight 103, in 
violation of international law and minimum 
standards of human behavior. Such Libyan 
actions and policies pose a continuing un- 
usual and extraordinary threat to the na- 
tional security and vital foreign policy inter- 
ests of the United States. For these reasons, 
I have determined that it is necessary to 
maintain in force the broad authorities nec- 
essary to apply economic pressure to the 
Government of Libya to reduce its ability 
to support international terrorism. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 


atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the 
Senate. 


Notice of the Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Libya 

December 26, 1991 


On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order 
No. 12543, President Reagan declared a na- 









tional emergency to deal with the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national se- 
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the actions and poli- 
cies of the Government of Libya. On Janu- 
ary 8, 1986, by Executive Order No. 12544, 
the President took additional measures to 
block Libyan assets in the United States. 
The President has transmitted a notice con- 
tinuing this emergency to the Congress and 
the Federal Register every year since 1986. 
Because the Government of Libya has con- 
tinued its actions and policies in support of 
international terrorism as evidenced by its 
involvement in the destruction of Pan Am 
Flight 103, the national emergency de- 
clared on January 7,. 1986, and the meas- 
ures adopted on January 7 and January 8, 
1986, to deal with that emergency, must 
continue in effect beyond January 7, 1992. 
Therefore, in accordance with section 
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the nation- 
al emergency with respect to Libya. This 
notice shall be published in the Federal 
Register and transmitted to the Congress. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 26, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:03 p.m., December 26, 1991) 


Note: This notice was pubiished in the Fed- 
eral Register on December 30. 


Executive Order 12785—Extending the 
President’s Education Policy Advisory 
Committee 


December 26, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. App.), and in order to 
extend the President’s Education Policy Ad- 
visory Committee, it is hereby ordered that 
section 4(b) of Executive Order No. 12687, 
as amended, is further amended by deleting 
the date “December 31, 1991” and insert- 


1891 


Dec. 26 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


ing in lieu thereof the date “December 31, 
1992”. 


George Bush 


The White House. 
December 26, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:01 p.m., December 26, 1991) 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on December 30. 


Executive Order 12786—Adjustments 
of Certain Rates of Pay and Allowances 


December 26, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including sec- 
tion 704 of Public Law 101-194; section 302 
of the Federal Employees Pay Comparabil- 
ity Act of 1990, as incorporated in section 
529 of Public Law 101-509; section 633 of 
Public Law 101-509; section 30l(a) of 
Public Law 102-40; section 305 of Public 
Law 102-140; section 601 of Public Law 
102-190; section 31 of title 2, United States 
Code; section 104 of title 3, United States 
Code; sections 5303, 5318, and 5382 of title 
5, United States Code; and section 461(a) of 
title 28, United States Code, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Statutory pay systems. The 
rates of basic pay or salaries of the following 
statutory pay systems are set forth on the 
schedules attached hereto and made a part 
hereof: 

(a) The General Schedule (5 U.S.C. 5303, 
5332(a)) at Schedule 1; 

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (5 
U.S.C. 5303; 22 U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; 
and 

(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health 
Administration of the Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs (5 U.S.C. 5303; 38 U.S.C. 7404; 
section 301l(a) of Public Law 102-40) at 
Schedule 3. 

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. Pursuant 
to section 5382 of title 5, United States 
Code, the rates of basic pay for members of 
the Senior Executive Service ave set forth 
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on Schedule 4 attached hereto and made a 
part hereof. 

Sec. 3. Executive salaries. The rates of pay 
or salaries for the following offices and posi- 
tions are set forth on the schedules attached 
hereto and made a part hereof: 

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C. 
5312-5316, 5318) at Schedule 5; 

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and 
the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at Schedule 6; 
and 

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d), 
135, 252, and 461(a)) at Schedule 7. 

Sec. 4. Uniformed services. Pursuant to 
section 601 of Public Law 102-190, the 
rates of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C. 
203(a)), the rates of basic allowances for sub- 
sistence (37 U.S.C. 402), and the rates of 
basic allowances for quarters (37 U.S.C. 
403(a)) for members of the uniformed serv- 
ices are set forth at Schedule 8 attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 5. Interim geographic adjustments. 
(a) Pursuant to section 302 of the Federal 
Employees Pay Comparability Act of 1990, 
as incorporated in section 529 of Public 
Law 101-509, employees under the statuto- 
ry pay systems covered under section 1 of 
this order, and members of the United 
States Park Police, who are assigned to a 
duty station located in one of the geo- 
graphical areas listed in Schedule 9 shall be 
entitled, except as may be provided under 
subsection (b) of this section, to receive an 
interim geographic adjustment at the rate 
shown on Schedule 9, which schedule is at- 
tached hereto and made a part hereof. 

(bX1) The Office of Personnel Manage- 
ment shall prescribe regulations governing 
the application of interim geographic ad- 
justments to General Schedule employees, 
including the determination of what, if any, 
geographic adjustment shall be payable in 
the case of employees receiving special pay 
rates. 

(2) The Secretary of State shall prescribe 
regulations governing the application of in- 
terim geographic adjustments to employees 
under the Foreign Service Schedule, con- 
sistent with the regulations and determina- 
tions prescribed under paragraph (1) of this 
subsection. 

(3) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
prescribe regulations governing the applica- 
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tion of interim geographic adjustments to 
employees under the schedules for the Vet- 
erans Health Administration of the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs, consistent with 
the regulations and determinations pre- 
scribed under paragraph (1) of this subsec- 
tion. 

(4) The Secretary of the Interior shall pre- 
scribe regulations governing the application 
of interim geographic adjustments to mem- 
bers of the United States Park Police, con- 
sistent with the regulations and determina- 
tions prescribed under paragraph (1) of this 
subsection. 

(c) The Office of Personnel Management 
is hereby designated and empowered to ex- 
ercise the authority of the President under 
section 302(cX1\D) of the Federal Employ- 
ees Pay Comparability Act of 1990, as incor- 
porated in section 529 of Public Law 101- 
509, to extend the application of interim 
geographic adjustments shown on Schedule 
9, upon “he request of an agency head, to 
employees who would not otherwise be 
covered. 

Sec. 6. Effective dates. The rates of 
monthly basic pay and allowances for sub- 
sistence and quarters for members of the 
uniformed services provided for at Schedule 
8 are effective on January 1, 1992. The 
other schedules provided for herein are ef- 
fective on the first day of the first applica- 
ble pay period beginning on or after Janu- 
ary 1, 1992. 

Sec. 7. Executive Order No. 12736 of De- 
cember 12, 1990, is superseded. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
December 26, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:02 p.m., December 26, 1991] 


Note: This Executive order and the attached 
schedules were published in the Federal 
Register on December 30. 





Statement on Foreign Direct 
Investment Policy 


December 26, 1991 


I am today reaffirming the unequivocal 
and long-standing support of the United 
States for a policy of free and open foreign 
direct investment among all nations. 


The United States open investment policy 
is based on the principle of national treat- 
ment: Foreign investors should not be treat- 
ed differently from domestic investors. This 
policy provides the means for economies to 
grow and to prosper. All countries, both 
sources and recipients, benefit from foreign 
direct investment. The United States, the 
world’s largest source and recipient of 
direct investment, has a major interest in 
fostering open investment climates. We are 
committed to our open investment policy in 
the United States, and we are aggressively 
seeking to open markets abroad. 


Like domestic investment, foreign direct 
investment stimulates growth, creates jobs, 
fosters competition, and facilitates the cre- 
ation and exchange of goods, services, and 
innovative techniques. It helps our econo- 
my maintain investment, which is vital to 
our economic performance and internation- 
al competitiveness. 


Since 1983, the last time the United 
States issued an investment policy state- 
ment, the world has witnessed enormous 
changes in the treatment of foreign invest- 
ment. Many countries are dismantling inef- 
ficient economic systems and are actively 
seeking investment from abroad. 


As other nations around the globe join us 
in embracing the concept of free markets, 
it is important to reaffirm our commitment 
to an open investment policy. It is an essen- 
tial element of our Nation’s effort to com- 
pete fully in the global economy and is a 
constant contributor to worldwide growth 
and the prosperity of nations. 
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White House Statement Announcing 
United States Foreign Direct 
Investment Policy 


December 26, 1991 


1. Foreign Direct Investment in the United 
States 

The United States welcomes foreign 
direct investment. Foreign direct invest- 
ment is beneficial to the U.S. economy. 
Like domestic investment, foreign invest- 
ment creates jobs, promotes innovation, 
generates increases in productivity, and 
thereby raises U.S. living standards. It 
strengthens U.S. firms and makes them 
more competitive in the global economy. 

The United States provides foreign inves- 
tors fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory 
treatment as a matter of both law and prac- 
tice. While there are exceptions, generally 
related to national security, such exceptions 
are few; they limit foreign investment only 
in certain sectors, such as atomic energy, air 
and water transport, and telecommunica- 
tions. These exceptions are consistent with 
our international obligations. 

Consistent with this policy, the Exon- 
Florio Amendment to the Defense Produc- 
tion Act provides the President with au- 
thority to suspend or prohibit foreign merg- 
ers, acquisitions, and takeovers, where there 
is credible evidence of a threat to the na- 
tional security. 

2. U.S. Direct Investment Abroad 


The United States believes that U.S. in- 
vestment abroad should also receive fair, 
equitable, and nondiscriminatory treatment. 
The basic tenet of our policy is that U.S. 
investors should be accorded the better of 
national or most-favored-nation treatment. 
U.S. investors should receive the most fa- 
vorable treatment offered by che host coun- 
try to any investor, foreign or domestic, at 
the time of establishment and thereafter. 

Accordingly, the United States continues 
to seek the reduction and elimination of 
practices by governments which restrict, 
distort, discriminate against, prohibit, or 
place unreasonable burdens on foreign 
direct investment. 

Foreign direct investment can help ease 
the adjustment problems facing countries 
moving from centrally administered to 
market-oriented economies. For developing 
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countries, particularly those that have em- 
braced free market principles, foreign 
direct investment is vital to increase growth 
and reduce debt service burdens. 

The adoption by all countries of open for- 
eign direct investment policies would con- 
tribute significantly to improved worldwide 
economic health and would diminish distor- 
tions in an increasingly integrated world 
economy. 

3. U.S. Initiatives 


The United States has a number of initia- 
tives underway to enhance the free flow of 
foreign direct investment in accordance 
with market forces. 

—In the Uruguay round, the United States 
is negotiating key multilateral agreements 
to eliminate trade-related investment 
measures; to protect trade-related intel- 
lectual property; and to promote trade in 
services, an area where many investment 
rules have prohibited highly competitive 
U.S. service industries from doing busi- 
ness abroad. 

—The United States, Canada, and Mexico 
are negotiating the North American free 
trade agreement, in which we are seek- 
ing to liberalize investment principles 
consistent with U.S. bilateral investment 
treaties. 

—In the Enterprise for the Americas Initia- 
tive, the United States and its partners 
are working with the Inter-American De- 
velopment Bank to help nations of Latin 
America and the Caribbean to liberalize 
their investment regimes. To assist in car- 
rying out these reforms, the United States 
has spearheaded the formation of a multi- 
lateral investment fund for Latin America 
and the Caribbean, which will be admin- 
istered by the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank. Japan, Canada, Spain, Portu- 
gal, and several of the largest Latin 
American countries have agreed to join 
the United States in contributing to this 
fund. Others are actively considering join- 
ing. 

—The United States has signed bilateral in- 
vestment treaties with 16 countries in 
Eastern Europe, Latin America, the Car- 
ibbean, Africa, and Asia and is negotiating 
such agreements with a number of other 
countries. These treaties represent impor- 
tant commitments to investment reform. 
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They incorporate the principle of nondis- 
criminatory treatment; affirm internation- 
al law standards for expropriation, includ- 
ing the principle of prompt, adequate, 
and effective compensation; provide for 
freedom of financial flows; and permit in- 
vestors to take investment disputes to 
international arbitration. 

—The United States is also vigorously pro- 
moting the adequate and effective pro- 
tection of intellectual property rights. 
Such protection is essential for the flow of 
investment into both developed and de- 
veloping countries. 

—At the initiative of the United States, 
member countries of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development 
are studying ways to strengthen multilat- 
eral commitment to open, nondiscrimina- 
tory treatment of investment. 

—The United States will continue to en- 
courage Japan to remove its investment 
barriers as an important goal of the Struc- 
tural Impediments Initiative talks. 

4. Conclusion 


Throughout our Nation’s history, foreign 
direct investment has played an important 
role in increasing economic growth and 
raising living standards. In order to meet 
the economic challenges of the 1990's, the 
United States will continue to implement its 
open, nondiscriminatory investment policy 


at home, and its policy of opening markets 
abroad. 


Remarks on Disaster Relief Efforts in 
Beeville, Texas 


December 27, 1991 


Let me just say first, I’m pleased to be 
back here in Beeville. But last night I 
signed a statement declaring a major disas- 
ter in the State of Texas, due to the severe 
thunderstorms and flooding that began last 
week. 

This declaration will allow Federal fund- 
ing to be made available to affected individ- 
uals and local governments in a five-county 
area, which includes Bastrop, Bosque, 


Brown, Dallas, and Travis counties. 
Grant Peterson, with me here today, the 
Associate Director of FEMA, of the Federal 





Emergency Management Agency. And he’s 
here to ensure that all aspects of the decla- 
ration are promptly implemented. He'll also 
make sure that the Federal funds are rapid- 
ly put into the hands of the families and 
individuals who need them. 

These funds will help to provide shelter, 
temporary housing, and transportation to 
individuals and families whose lives have 
been disrupted by this disaster. The funds 
will also help to recover the cost of dam- 
aged personal property and allow the vic- 
tims of the storms and floods to begin re- 
building their lives. 

I know that this disaster has been a 
source of great personal tragedy to many 
here in Texas, a particularly bitter calamity 
during this holiday season. And to those. 
who have lost loved ones as a result of this 
catastrophe, Barbara and I send our deepest 
sympathies. 

We had a chance to see some of the flood 
damage. We went over Austin and flew by 
some flooding in Travis County, Bosque 
County, and it is severe. 

So anyway, we wish those families all the 
best as we approach the new year. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. at 
Chase Field Naval Air Station in Beeville, 
TX. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Extension of the Voluntary 
Restraint Agreements With Japan and 
Taiwan 


December 27, 1991 


The President has directed that the U.S. 
Trade Representative negotiate a limited 
extension of the voluntary restraint agree- 
ments (VRA’s) with Japan and Taiwan on 
machine tools. These VRA’s were negotiat- 
ed in 1986 for national security reasons and 
were scheduled to expire on December 31, 
1991. 

Import restrictions on machining centers, 
computer-controlled lathes, computer-con- 
trolled punching and shearing machine 
tools, and computer-controlled milling ma- 
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chine tools will be removed progressively 
over a 2-year period, beginning in January 
1992. 

To allow sufficient time for negotiations 
with concerned countries over the phase- 
out schedule, we are requesting that Japan 
and Taiwan extend the existing VRA re- 
strictions on machining centers, computer- 
controlled lathes, computer-controlled 
punching and shearing machine tools, and 
computer-controlled milling machine tools, 
scheduled to expire on December 31, 1991, 
for an additional 30 days. 

VRA restrictions on noncomputer-con- 
trolled lathes, noncomputer-controlled 
punching and shearing machine tools, and 
noncomputer-controlled milling machine 
tools will expire as scheduled on December 
31, 1991. 

The President also has directed that the 
following steps be taken to assist the U.S. 
machine tool industry’s ongoing efforts to 
regain international competitiveness: 

—The Secretary of Commerce, as chairman 
of the Cabinet-level Trade Promotion Co- 
ordinating Committee, will give special 
focus to ways to promote machine tools ex- 
ports. 

—WUSS. export control regulations will be re- 
viewed to ensure that restrictions on ma- 
chine tools are kept to the minimum con- 
sistent with national security. 

—The Secretaries of Defense, Commerce, 
and Labor will designate officials at the As- 
sistant Secretary level to work together to 
monitor the industry’s performance and to 
consult regularly with industry’s representa- 
tives. 

—The Secretary of Labor will help the ma- 
chine tool industry improve technical train- 
ing, human resource management, and the 
utilization of new and emerging technol- 
ogies. 

—The Secretaries of Commerce and 
Energy will examine which research and 
development efforts in the national labora- 
tories could benefit the domestic machine 
tool industry and will recommend appropri- 
ate investment and technology transfer to 
realize such benefit. 

—The Secretaries of Commerce and De- 
fense will continue to implement the do- 
mestic action plan of programs to support 
the revitalization of the U.S. machine tool 
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industry. Key elements of the domestic 

action plan are as follows: 

—Support for the National Center for Man- 
ufacturing Sciences (amounting to $50 
million during fiscal years 1988-91); 

—Support by the Defense Department’s 
Manufacturing Technology (MANTECH) 
R&D program. More than $33 million has 
been spent for research on machine tools 
and related technologies over the past 3 
years. Funding for related technologies is 
estimated at $82 million over the FY 
1991-95 period. 

—The Secretary of Commerce will continue 

efforts under the U.S.-Japan Cooperation 

Plan, which was begun in May 1990 to help 

promote U.S. products to Japanese machine 

tool users and their subsidiaries in the 

United States. 

The President’s decision recognizes the 
importance to U.S. national security of a 
viable domestic machine tool industry. 
However, the main responsibility for 
achieving international competitiveness 
rests with the industry itself. We expect the 
industry to continue its efforts to improve 
quality and product lines. 


Remarks to the Bee County 
Community, Beeville, Texas 
December 27, 1991 


Thank you for that warm welcome. And 
let me start off by thanking the A.C. Jones 
High School Band, well-represented back 
there with: their families; the Taylor Broth- 
ers Band; and the Knight-Rider Band who 
are here with us. And also, I want to pay 
my special thanks to Holly Dunn, who is 
with us, came all the way over from Nash- 
ville, one of the great country stars. And I 
don’t know; has she been on yet? She’s 
fixin’ to be on, and you’re in for a real treat, 
believe me. 

And it’s also—let me just single out a 
couple of other people with us from Wash- 
ington, your Congressman, my friend of 
many, many years, Kika de la Garza, sitting 
right here in the front row. We refer to him 
as Mr. Chairman. And, of course, a special 
guest that my friend, Will Farish, is enter- 
taining for the weekend and who is enter- 








Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Dec. 27 


taining us, my dear friend, the Senator from 
Wyoming, Al Simpson, sitting right down 
here. 

And I understand that Judge Hayden 
Head is with us, one of the great Federal 
judges. I’m going to be in trouble if I men- 
tion friends, but I’ve got a friend from Heb- 
bronville, Tony Salinas, who’s up here. Been 
at my side in politics for a long, long time. 
And, of course, there’s no way that I can 
begin to thank Dan and Jay, Dan Ouellette 
and Jay Kimbrough, for putting on this 
magnificent event. I am very, very grateful 
to them. I am grateful to the leaders of 
Beeville. And I’m grateful to each and 
every one of you who are here tonight to, 
in a sense, welcome me back to South 
Texas. Thank you very, very much. 

And I will have a little presentation to 
make to your outstanding mayor of one 
year, Mayor Carlos Salazar, who’s with us 
up here. But we'll have a little to do later 
on in this sense. 

Of course, I’m grateful to my old friend, 
Will Farish up at Berclair, who brings us 
down here from time to time. 

Barbara is not with me. She’s looking 
after Millie for the weekend and getting 
ready for a long trip that we’re about to go 
on. But if I might say this about Barbara 
Bush, because I know I’m amongst friends 
here—if you will excuse this familial pride— 
with all she does in helping families with 
reading, reading to kids, hugging those kids 
that are not well, if you might permit this, I 
think she’s an outstanding First Lady of this 
country, and I—_{applause]. 

I was asked out at the airport today to say 
something about Chase, because I know it’s 
the integral part of the lifeblood—has been 
here in Bee County. And I remember when 
I learned to fly, got my wings at Corpus. Of 
course, Chase Field then was active and 
one of the satellites, it was in those days, to 
Corpus Naval Air Station. So, let me just say 
a few words about it. And I want to put it 
in a global context, the context that those 
lovely words of our reverend touched on 
here this evening. 

In the past 3 years, the entire world has 
changed. The cold war ended, and because 
we stood firm over the years, we won the 
cold war. Communism collapsed. The ideals 
that we defended so long conquered the 
empty promises and the grinding dogmas of 


socialism. And so, let there be no question 
about it anywhere: Freedom works and tyr- 
anny does not work, and the whole world 
understands that today. 

And to the kids here—I know there are 
many from the schools around here—let me 
just say, keep in mind this particular week. 
Write it down. Put it in your diary. What a 
week it’s been. On Wednesday, Christmas 
Day, Soviet communism and the Soviet 
State died. President Gorbachev, who de- 
serves great credit for reform, perestroika 
and openness, glasnost, stepped aside. And 
Russians pulled down the hammer and 
sickle, that flag that has flown over the 
Kremlin for so many years, more than 70 
years, and ran up the tricolor flag of a free 
Russia. 

Thursday, and some of you may have 
seen the speech, I went down from Camp 
David to the White House and gave a 
speech in which I recognized 12 new States 
on behalf of the United States, recognized 
12 new States and took steps to establish 
diplomatic relations with Russia and five 
other new democracies: Entire new, inde- 
pendent, sovereign countries recognized 
now by the United States of America. 

And this was a dramatic week. I talked at 
length to President Gorbachev, former 
President of the Soviet Union, to President 
Yeltsin of Russia. And I can tell you that the 
mood for cooperation now between the 
Russian Republic, and I also believe be- 
tween these other sovereign Republics, is 
good. It’s strong. And I think we can then 
ensure the peace that has escaped us for so 
long. 

And here I am at the end of this marvel- 
ous week in world history, back in a place I 
love very much, back in Beeville, Texas, 
right here in South Texas. And I’m thrilled 
to be back with you. 

So, let’s just think for a minute about 
where we’ve been in the last year. And 
again, our reverend spoke to this a little bit 
in his beautiful prayer. Last Christmas, if 
you'll think back—season—to this very day, 
I was weighing sending American troops 
into battle against Saddam Hussein, that 
brutal dictator, that outrageous aggressor. 

And many people wanted us to stay here, 
stay home, play it safe, ignore our duties as 
the undisputed leader of the free world, 
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ignore the aggression. But I decided, and 
you the American people, certainly the 
people of this part of Texas, agreed that 
Saddam Hussein’s aggression should not, 
must not stand. And we tried everything in 
our power to free Kuwait peacefully: diplo- 
macy, no avail; economic embargoes, no 
avail. 

And finally, a little less than a year ago, I 
had to make the tough choice of sending 
Americans into battle. And they, those mag- 
nificent kids, did better than anyone could 
have possibly imagined. I was proud of 
them, and I know every American was 
proud of the job they did, the way they did 
it, the time it took, and what they stood for 
around the world. 

And we said we'd liberate Kuwait. And 
with the help of this multinational coalition, 
we did it. And in the process, the spirits of 
this country were lifted. 

And that set the tone in international af- 
fairs for 1991 all around the world. All year 
long dramatic changes shook the world, 
most of them, if you'll look back over your 
shoulder, very, very positive. Freedom and 
democracy, on the march. Ancient enemies 
talking to each other for the first time 
across the table, one from the other, in the 
Middle East. 

And now, we must wrestle with the victo- 
ry of our ideals. With this cold war over, 
our military needs have changed. And the 
bipartisan—this brings me right home to 
Chase—that bipartisan base closing commis- 
sion decided that Chase should be shut 
down. I know that the civic leaders did 
what they should. They fought hard, fought 
the decision, long and hard because this 
base has provided a foundation for life in 
Beeville for decades. 

But I said early on I would support the 
commission, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, 
the Secretary of Defense, and I did that. 
And I know that other local institutions 
have suffered in the wake of closing of 
Chase, just as they have in the other areas 
where bases have been closed. 

And now we’ve got to rebuild. And Wash- 
ington can and will help. The Pentagon’s 
Office of Economic Adjustment—that’s the 
fancy name for the department that has to 
deal with these, the hardship and the ache 
of the base closings—has provided a grant 
of more than $100,000 for community plan- 
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ning assistance. And that money is going to 
support efforts to find new opportunities for 
development right here in Beeville. 

That investment can produce huge re- 
wards. The Department of Commerce’s 
EDA, the Economic Development Adminis- 
tration, has $50 million dollars in funding to 
assist communities across the country with 
base closings. And it offers an average of $1 
million for development efforts after the 
communities go forward and produce sound 
ideas for creating new businesses and new 
jobs. 

An Assistant Secretary of Labor, Bob 
Jones, leads a program with $150 million in 
defense funds to assist this country’s dislo- 
cated defense workers in job counseling and 
training, relocation aid, job placement, and 
so on. And that could be about $3 to 4 
million for business efforts in Beeville. 

And I’m told that the Pentagon will turn 
the base over to you sometime late in 1993. 
And that deadline, I think and hope, will 
help everybody get moving. 

And then there’s still some more: The 
SBA, the Small Business Administration, will 
conduct business seminars here, just as it 
did over at Fort Hood, when deployments 
and realignments hurt families over there. 

In all, we’ve got in the Federal Govern- 
ment 23 departments and agencies ready to 
help, right now. And we'll do everything 
that we possibly can to help Beeville make 
the tough transition into this post-cold war 
world that we’re living in. 

There are many blessings to count. But 
yes, there are hardships. I’m not singling 
out here tonight special treatment. I am 
simply saying to the civic leaders here what 
is available at the Federal level. And that’s 
how we deal with all base closings around 
this country. 

And still, whatever the Federal Govern- 
ment does, whatever its role, your defense 
future really depends on you, depends on 
the heartbeat of Beeville, Texas. 

I know Beeville’s going to turn things 
around. When I arrived here in this motor- 
cade, Jay showed me tke headlines from the 
Corpus paper today. I’d like to show it to 
some of the peovle that have been report- 
ing the news lately because it did have a 
nice positive ring about it at the end of the 
year. And I hope the predictions therein 
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prove to be accurate, because they were 
predicting rather substantial improvements 
in this economy that’s been sick and slug- 
gish in many places in this country. 

But Beeville’s going to work. It’s going to 
turn things around. Texas towns like Harlin- 
gen and Laredo, Mineral Wells, Waco have 
been through what you’ve been through. 
And they’ve recovered. And they’ve ex- 
panded their employment bases. And they 
did it because they were determined to 
make things better for themselves and for 
their kids. And I know you’re going to do it 
here. I know you can do it here, too. 

Before yielding the floor and getting on 
to the main event, which is eating the good 
barbecue and listening to some good coun- 
try music, I’d like to cover just a couple of 
other important topics. 

First, you have learned, and you might 
say the hard way, that foreign policy and 
domestic policy do go hand-in-hand. And 
anyone who says that you can divorce for- 
eign and domestic policy is living in a 
dream world, or more accurately, living in a 
nightmare world. 

Twice this century, we tried to pull back 
to retreat into isolationism, and we got two 
world wars as a result. We tried economic 
isolationism, protectionism, once. And we 
got—some of you older folks here will re- 
member—the Great Depression. 

People these days must make a choice: 
Join the rest of the world or get passed by 
it. And I say that the destiny of the United 
States of America is to lead. And as long as I 
am President of the United States, I will not 
neglect my responsibilities for the national 
security of this country. And I will do all I 
can to see that these kids back here have a 
chance to grow up in a world where they 
don’t have to worry about nuclear conflict 
or going to war themselves. And I will not 
be deterred from those responsibilities. 

I’m leaving Monday, Barbara and I leave 
Monday morning early, for a trip to Asia. 
And while I’m there, I’m going to be talk- 
ing with leaders of four countries about 
international security, defending our vital 
interests in the Pacific. We are a Pacific 
power as well as a power that looks to our 
own south and looks to the east across the 
Atlantic. Talking about our vital interests 
there, cultural exchanges; talking about 
overall world economics, talking about get- 


ting those countries, those that are doing 
well in that part of the world, to help us as 
we try to reinforce and strengthen the 
fledgling democracies to our south. 

And most important, though, on this trip, 
we're going to be talking about breal. g 
open markets that shut out American prod- 
ucts, American business, and in the process 
deny us the opportunity to create more 
good American jobs. Those countries must 
open their markets to American products. 
So the most important priority is then, if 
you look at it, is good jobs for Americans. 
And I am going to Asia to help create those 
kinds of jobs. 

I want a world of free trade where the 
best of each nation, the best, can compete 
in free and fair trade, free and fair markets. 
And that world offers everybody the best 
goods at the lowest prices. And the exports 
have saved America as we’ve gone through 
a sluggish economy. And one way to shut 
those exports off is to resort to protection 
ourselves. 

Trade’s got to be fair. I believe this: I 
believe that we can compete with anyone 
in the world if we get a fair chance. And 
that’s what we’ve got to see happens in 
these world markets. 

So, the sum of it is this: Free trade means 
jobs. Now, this is an agricultural communi- 
ty, listen to this one: Every billion dollars’ 
worth of agricultural exports creates more 
than 25,000 new jobs here in the United 
States of America. Every billion dollars’ 
worth of manufactured exports created 
more than 20,000 good jobs. 

Incredible things have taken place all 
around us. The cold war is over, the Gulf 
war won. Relations with Mexico and other 
neighbors to the south have never ever 
been better. And I want to see them even 
stronger because that means jobs and better 
opportunity for all Americans, North Ameri- 
cans and South. 

And if you want to put it all in wonderful 
year-end perspective, if your family is like 
ours, from Christmas and then again at 
New Year’s, we count our blessings. And 
believe me, we have many, many things to 
be thankful for. There’s a lot of things 
aren’t going the way Id like to see them in 
this country, but Barbara and I have an 
inclination with our kids around us, as we 
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had them there at Camp David, to count 
our blessings, to thank God for the blessings 
that we have as a family and that we see in 
this great country of ours. 

So, we have a lot to be grateful for. 
American leadership, American ideals have 
literally reshaped the world that we are 
living in. 

And so, I think it is time then that we 
further seize our destiny. We’ve got so 
much to do at home. We’re doing not bad 
in some aspects. In fact, we’re doing quite 
well in some aspects of the drug fight. 
We've got to continue. We’ve got to contin- 
ue it until every family knows that their 
kids won’t be plagued by narcotics. 

We’ve got to make our schools the best in 
the world. And with this America 2000 pro- 
gram, which is Democrats and Republicans 
and liberals and conservatives working to- 
gether, I’m optimistic that we can do just 
that: Revolutionize these schools and give 
our kids the best opportunity for an educa- 
tion that any generation has ever had. 

Light a fire under our best inventors, in- 
novators, and workers and liberate the 
working people from taxes, regulation, and 
red tape. And then do that, and the rest of 
the world is going to watch in awe. And 
we'll create the kind of society we want. 

Yes, I still want a kinder and gentler, fast- 
growing, always improving America. And 
yes, I will continue to fight against the ex- 
cesses of Government spending. I believe 
deficits matter. And I believe we’ve got to 
do a better job in Washington in controlling 
the excesses of Federal spending. 

So, in about a month, about a month from 
now, I will deliver a State of the Union 
Message that’s going to outline a new strat- 
egy for building on our international suc- 
cess. We’re moving into a partisan year. Ev- 
erybody here knows that. Certainly, I know 
it. We’re moving into a partisan year. But 
what I will challenge the Congress to do in 
this State of the Union Message is to find a 
window where we just put politics aside 
and say, “Look, there’s some Americans 
that are hurting out here, far too many all 
across our country. So now let’s set aside 
the politics, only for a short period of time.” 
That’s the only realistic thing that can 
happen. Set it aside, reach out my hand to 
the other side, and say, “Let’s get some 
things done that will make this economy 
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grow, that will put America back to work, 
and will still guarantee that we are the 
leader of the entire free world. I am con- 
vinced we can do it.” And that’s the ap- 
proach I’m going to take in the State of the 
Union Message. 

I’m going to outline a new strategy for 
building on our international success. And it 
will be about unleashing the creativity, the 
ambition, and the drive of the American 
people, about really getting again this slug- 
gish economy on the move. And I’m abso- 
lutely confident, I am absolutely confident 
that we will do just exactly that. We are 
Americans. We will not fail. 

I just want you to know, in the first place, 
just a couple of comments to friends, and 
then we'll eat. I like my job as President. Al 
Simpson was coming down on the plane, he 
said, “Hey, you’re getting clobbered out 
there by the media these days.” And I said, 
“Yes, that goes with the territory. It takes 
one to know one.” You talk about Simpson 
telling me about getting clobbered by the 
press, why——{laughter]. 

But we reminisced about it. And we both 
concluded just as friends, no politics, that it 
is well worth it. I cannot think of a more 
exciting period in this century to be Presi- 
dent of the United States. I’m working 
hard. I’m doing my level best. I’m absolute- 
ly confident that this country’s going to 
turn around and this economy will be back 
on track. And I am absolutely confident 
that you, the American people, want me to 
continue to lead, to have America be the 
leader around the world. 

So, there’s some slings and arrows out 
there. But don’t feel sorry for the Bushes. 
We love it. We feel privileged every single 
day that we live in the White House. And I 
feel honored; I feel the same sense of emo- 
tion that Dan Ouellette told me that he had 
when he walked into the Oval Office 
maybe for the second or third time. I go 
there every day, and I still get a little 
choked up and think, God, what a wonder- 
ful country we are living in. 

God bless the United States of America. 
And thank you for this fantastic South Texas 
hospitality. I will never forget it. Thank you 
very much. 


[At this point, Mayor Salazar presented 
gifts to the President. | 

















And now, under the theory that some 
practice that it is better to give than to 
receive, let me hand this token to Mayor 
Salazar. And it is simply a certificate from 
the President of the United States, a certifi- 
cate of appreciation to Beeville, Texas, in 
recognition of the kindness and the hospi- 
tality shown during this Presidential visit to 
your wonderful area. And again, thank you 
all so very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:54 p.m. in 
the Bee County Rodeo Arena. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Hayden W. Head, Jr., 
U.S. District Judge for the Southern District 
of Texas; Will Farish and Tony Salinas, 
long-time friends of the President; and co- 
chairmen of the barbeque, Dan Ouellette, 
former county Republican Party chairman, 
and Jay Kimbrough, an attorney in Bee- 
ville. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of these remarks. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 


central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





December 21 
Doug and Carol McAllister, of Orange, CA 
December 23 


The employee volunteers of the Ka'anapali 
Beach Hotel, of Lahaina, Maui, HI 


December 24 

Zachary deVries, of Shirley, NY 

December 25 

Brian “Scooter” Cantrell, of Houston, TX 
December 26 

Officer Ted Glaude, of Highland Springs, VA 
December 27 


Edward and Theresa Marusa, of Daytona Beach, 
FL 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 


Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 21 
In the morning, the President participat- 


ed in a budget briefing in the Oval Office 
at the White House. 


December 23 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; 

—the national leadership of the Coalition 
for Health Care Reform. 

In the afternoon, the President participat- 
ed in a budget briefing in the Oval Office 
at the White House. The President and Mrs. 
Bush then went to Camp David, MD, for 
the Christmas holiday. 


December 24 
In the afternoon, the President placed 


telephone calls to U.S. military personnel 
stationed overseas. 


December 25 

In the evening, the President returned to 
the White House from Camp David, MD, 
for an address to the Nation. Following the 


address, the President returned to Camp 
David. 


December 26 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from Camp David, MD. 

The President met at the White House 
with Mike Ockrent, producer of “Crazy for 
You” at the National Theatre, and his 
family. Later the President participated in a 
signing ceremony for ratification of the 
Conventional Forces in Europe (CFE) 
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treaty and in a budget briefing in the Oval 
Office at the White House. 


December 27 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Beeville, TX. 

In the evening, he visited the Texas 
Grand Dance Hall near Beeville. The Presi- 
dent then retired to Will Farish’s ranch for 
the weekend. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in lowa and Minnesota as a 
result of severe ice storms from October 31 
through November 2. He directed the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Agency to 
provide assistance to supplement State and 
local recovery efforts. 

The President also declared that a major 
disaster exists in Texas as a result of severe 
thunderstorms and flooding which began on 
December 20. He directed the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to pro- 
vide assistance to supplement State and 
local recovery efforts. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be As- 
sociate Judges of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia for 15-year terms: 


Stephanie Duncan-Peters. Since 1989, Ms. 
Duncan-Peters has served as an associate at the 
law firm of Chaikin & Karp, P.C. She graduat- 
ed from Muhlenberg College (B.A., 1974) and 
Catholic University Columbus School of Law 
(J.D., 1977). Ms. Duncan-Peters is 38 years old 
and resides in Washington, DC. 

William M. Jackson. Since 1982, Mr. Jackson has 
served with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the 
District of Columbia in several capacities in- 
cluding: Chief of the Homicide Division; chief 
of the Chronic Offender Unit; deputy chief of 
the Felony Trial Section; Supervisory Assistant 
U.S. Attorney and Assistant U.S. Attorney. He 
graduated from Brown University (A.B., 1975) 
and Harvard Law School (J.D., 1978). Mr. Jack- 
son is 38 years old, married, has one child, and 
resides in Washington, DC. 

Ann O'Regan Keary. Since 1987, Ms. Keary has 
served as deputy corporation counsel and chief 
of the mental health division of the District of 
Columbia Office of the Corporation Counsel. 
She graduated from Wellesley College (A.B., 
1971) and George Washington University (J.D., 
1974). Ms. Keary is 41 years old, married, has 
three children, and resides in Washington, DC. 

Judith E. Retchin. Since 1984, Ms. Retchin has 

served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the 


Office of the U.S. Attorney for the District of 
Columbia. She received a B.A. degree from 
George Washington University and a J.D. 
degree from Catholic University Columbus 
School of Law. Ms. Retchin is 39 years old and 
resides in Washington, DC. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Wednesday, November 27, no nomi- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The second session of 
the 102d Congress will convene on January 
3, 1992. 
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by the President 





Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the first session of the 102d Con- 
gress on December 20. 
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Yugoslavia refugee assistance, memorandum— 
1855 


Executive Orders 


Civil justice reform—1485 

Delegation of Authority Regarding the Naval 
Petroleum and Oil Shale Reserves—1863 

Delegation of Functions and Authorities, De- 
velopment of Requirements and Regulations, 
and Correction of Titlhe—1696 

Extending the President’s Council on Rural 
America—1854 

Federal Agency Recycling and the Council on 
Federal Recycling and Procurement Policy— 
1551 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as 
amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 
implementation of Section 311—1466 

Haiti, U.S. prohibition on transactions—1406, 
1532 

National Defense Service Medal, extension— 
1418 

President’s Volunteer Action Award amend- 
ment—1702 


Interviews With News Media 


See also Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials 
Exchanges with reporters 
ABC Television stations—1844, 1846, 1847, 
1849, 1851 
Columbus, OH—1717, 1720, 1723 
Houston, TX—1562, 1576, 1578 
Ijamsville, MD—1438 
NBC Television stations—1686 
Pearl Harbor, HI—1792 
Rome, Italy—1597 
St. Louis, MO—1648, 1650, 1652, 1654 
White House—1381, 1396, 1428, 1431, 1444, 
1452, 1483, 1589, 1683, 1706, 1730, 1770, 
1803, 1820, 1821, 1842 
Joint news conferences 
European Community, President Delors— 
1620 
Netherlands, Prime Minister Lubbers—1620 
Soviet Union, President Gorbachev—1534 
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Interviews With News Media—Continued 


Joint news conferences—Continued 
Spain, Prime Minister Gonzélez—1540 

News conferences 
October 4 (No. 105)}—1399 
October 25 (No. 106)—1503 
October 29 (No. 107)—1534 
October 29 (No. 108)—1540 
November 6 (No. 109)—1592 
November 8 (No. 110)}—1604 
November 9 (No. 111)—1620 
December 5 (No. 112)—1760 
December 19 (No. 113)—1864 


Joint Statements 


Czechoslovakia-U.S. cooperation—1481 

Libyan indictments resulting from the bomb- 
ing of Pan Am 103—1735 

NATO summit in Rome, Italy 
Peace and cooperation—1599 
Soviet Union—1598 


Letters and Messages 


Christmas—1807 
Hanukkah—1744 


Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials 


Angola, Jonas Savimbi—1417 
Argentina, President Menem—1661, 1674 
Austria, Chancellor Vranitzky—1435 
Bahrain, Amir "Isa Khalifa—1446 
Benin, President Soglo—1589, 1590 
Congo, Prime Minister Milongo—1830 
Costa Rica, President Calder6én—1426 
Czechoslovakia, President Havel—1479, 1514 
Denmark, Prime Minister Schliiter—1473 
European Community, President Delors—1620 
France, President Mitterrand—1613 
Germany, Chancellor Kohl—1613 
Greece, Prime Minister Mitsotakis—1808, 1810, 
1830 
Guatemala, President Serrano—1380 
Haiti, President Aristide—1396 
Hungary, Prime Minister Antall—1406 
Iceland, President Finnbogadéttir—1421 
Israel 
Foreign Minister Levi—1855 


Prime Minister Shamir—1709 
Italy 

President Cossiga—1613 

Prime Minister Andreotti—1613 
Kuwait, Amir Sabah—1372 
Mexico, President Salinas de Gortari—1571, 

1878 
Netherlands 

Prime Minister Lubbers—1617, 1620 

Queen Beatrix—1613 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Secretary 

General Woerner—1435, 1613 
Norway, Queen Sonja—1421 











Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials—Continued 
South Africa, Nelson Mandela—1760 
Soviet Union 
Foreign Minister Kozyrev of the Republic of 
Russia—1731 
Moscow Patriarch Alesky II—1675 
President Akayev of the Republic of Kyrgys- 
tan—1514 
President Gorbachev—1534, 1572 
President Ter-Petrosian of the Republic of 
Armenia—1665 
Senior Adviser Yakovlev—1683, 1684 
Spain 
Deputy Prime Minister Serra—1572 


Prime Minister Gonz4lez—1540, 1572 
Thailand 


Prime Minister Anan Panyarachun—1842, 
1856, 1858 
Queen Sirikit—1571 
United Kingdom, Prime Minister Major—1597, 
1613 
United Nations 
Secretary-General-Elect Ghali—1760 
Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar—1813, 
1814 
Vatican City, Pope John Paul II—1613 
Western Samoa, Prime Minister Tofi'au Eti 
Alesana—1421 


Notices 


Iran, continuation of the U.S. national emer- 
gency—1632 


Proclamations 


Basketball Centennial Day—1854 

Bicentennial of the District of Columbia 
Month—1825 

Canada-U.S. Free-Trade Agreement, Harmo- 
nized Tariff Schedule—1358 

Child Health Day—1415 

Columbus Day—1425 

Community Center Month—1490 

Country Music Month—1451 

Crime Prevention Month—1461 

Dutch-American Heritage Day—1666 

Federal Civilian Employees 
Day—1750 

Generalized System of Preferences, amend- 
ments—1756, 1769 

Geography Awareness Week—1742 

German-American Day—1391 

Hire a Veteran Week—1633 

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and 
Human Rights Week—1796 

Mental Illness Awareness Week—1420 

National Accessible Housing Month—1728 

National Adoption Week—1734 

National Alzheimer’s Disease Month—1631 

National American Indian Heritage Month— 
1546 


National Breast Cancer Awareness Month— 
1500 


Remembrance 


Document Categories List to Issues 40-51 


Proclamations—Continued 


National Children’s Day—1430 

National Consumers Week—1465 

National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month—1419 

National Down Syndrome Awareness Month— 
1477 

National Family Caregivers Week—1729 

National Family Week—1698 

National Farm-City Week—1697 

National Firefighters Day—1418 

National Home Care Week—1743 

National Hospice Month—1591 

National Law Enforcement Memorial Dedica- 
tion Day—1450 

National Law Enforcement Training Week— 
1875 


National Military Families Recognition Day— 
1705 


National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day— 
1741 

National Philanthropy Day—1672 

National Poison Prevention Week—1627 

National Radon Action Week—1407 

National Red Ribbon Month—1642 

National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free 
America—1511 

National Sanctity of Human Life Day—1875 

National Women Veterans Recognition Week— 
1630 

Polish-American Heritage Month—1424 

Refugee Day—1522 

Soviet Union, trade with U.S.—1422 

Thanksgiving Day—1713 

United Nations Day—1477 

Veterans Day—1388 

White Cane Safety Day—1374 

World Food Day—1445 

World Population Awareness Week—1512 

Wright Brothers Day—1818 

Year of Clean Water and Clean Water Month— 
1826 


Year of Thanksgiving for the Blessings of Liber- 
ty—1837 


Resignations and Retirements 


Assistant to the President for Legislative Af- 
fairs—1863 


Chief of Staff to the President—1751 
Secretary of Transportation—1835 


Statements by the President 


See also Addresses and Remarks; Bill Signings 

Central Intelligence, confirmation of Robert 
Gates as Director—1592 

Credit, efforts to ensure the availability of— 
1421 

European Community summit—1807 

Federal Reserve interest rate reduction—1874 

Middle East peace conference—1464 








Administration of George Bush, 1991 


Statements by the President—Continued 
Release of hostages from Lebanon—1759 
Soviet Union, Presidential mission—1374 
Supreme Court of the U.S., confirmation of 
Clarence Thomas as an Associate Justice— 
1452 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


See also Meetings With Foreign Leaders and 
International Officials; Resignations and Re- 
tirements 

Anti-narcotics summit—1524 

Budget, continuing appropriations—1380 

Bulgarian-American Enterprise Fund—1612 

Cabinet meeting—1417 

Canada, President’s telephone conversation 
with Prime Minister Mulroney—1874 

Condemnation of terrorism on the West 
Bank—1531 

Congressional adjournment—1736 

Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty, ratifica- 
tion—1725 


Statements Other Than Presidential—Continued 


Family planning legislation—1685 

House Republican economic growth package— 
1731 

Kuwait, extinguishing of oil well fires—1597 

Middle East peace conference—1491 

Nobel Peace Prize winner—1445 

Nuclear arms reduction talks—1452 

Nuclear safeguards agreement between Argen- 
tina and Brazil—1825 

Pacific nations, postponement of President’s 
trip—1592 

Release of hostages from Lebanon—1483, 1679, 
1685, 1742, 1750, 1759 

Soviet Union ‘ 
President’s telephone conversation with 

President Gorbachev—1827 ‘ 

U.S. assistance—1695, 1811 

United Nations, repeal of resolution 3379— 
1841 

Venezuela, President’s telephone conversation 
with President Pérez—1874 
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